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NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 117

TO: The Secretary of State

SUBJECT: Contingency Planning on Berlin

In reviewing the latest reports on the status of contingency
planning on Berlin, I do not find any contingency plan for the
case of disturbance along the sector border which might lead
to riots on both sides and possible rebellion in East Berlin,
The recent protests of West Berliners, at a time of relatively
low tension, suggest that one of the real possibilities in this
situation is that we may have a citizen explosion of some sort
at a later stage of the crisis.

I would like to have your recommendation as to possible courses
of action in this range of contingencies, I recognize the dif-
ficulty of framing precise plans ahead of time for a matter so
unpredictable as a civilian uprising, but it does seem to me

that we should be thinking ahead on this one,

/s/ John F. Kennedy

Copies to: The Secretary of Defense
The Military Representative of the President
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